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merely a youth who was working for a few dollars
a week and living m one room of a coal miner's
house But the banker had himself worked up
from poverty, he liked the honest, bright face of
the youth and was impressed with his sincerity
and intelligence Careful investigation confirmed
his first impression, and the final result was that
the twenty thousand dollars was advanced to the
young operator

Within a short time Fnck became the foremost
coke maker in the neighborhood The price of
coke kept rising in response to the great demand
from the steel makers, and in one year Fnck and
his associates made a profit of one hundred per
cent on their capital All the profits went back
into the business for the purchase of more coal
lands and the building of more ovens In a little
while Prick was the coke king of Connellsville and
was piling his profits up into the millions He was
more than a mere coke maker, however, he was
an organizer of the highest type He brought order
out of chaos in the coke business, he induced
his leading competitors to combine with him, thus
eliminating cutthroat competition, he also settled
troublesome labor problems by importing Hunga-
rians and Slavs His labor wars were not so much